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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-4, 5-12, and 15-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Kuroda (US Pat. N. 6,724,704 B2). 

Regarding claim 1, Kuroda discloses a recording apparatus for a write-once 
and/or re-recordable optical recording medium which has a recording position 
information section formed beforehand for bearing recording position information (see 
Figure 7, element 42 - see also Figure 5), and records a data signal including address 
information in accordance with recording frames indicated by said recording position 
information (Figure 7, element 21 - the ID information for the data blocks carries the 
address information), the recording apparatus comprising: a discriminator for 
discriminating said recording position information (Figure 6, element 9 - see also 
column 10, line 66 thru column 11, line 3); a detector for detecting a deviation between 
an end position address of recorded data already recorded on said optical recording 
medium and a frame address next to the end position address (Figure 6, element 9 - 
see also column 11, lines 17-42); and a controller for adjusting a recording start position 
of the data signal based on the deviation while recording the data signal (Figure 6, 
element 9). 
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Regarding claim 2, Kuroda discloses all of the limitations of claim 1 as discussed 
in the claim 1 rejection above and further that the controller adjusts the recording start 
position such that a difference between the end position address of recorded data and 
the recording start position falls within a predetermined range (Figure 6, element 9; see 
also Figure 7 - since the controller detects the end of the data and immediately begins 
the recording of the new data, the controller must inherently control the recording start 
position that the deviation between the end address of the prior data and the start 
address of the new data are within an extremely small range). 

Regarding claim 3, Kuroda discloses a recording apparatus for a write-once 
and/or re-recordable optical recording medium which has a recording position 
information section formed beforehand for bearing recording position information (see 
Figure 7, element 42 - see also Figure 5), and records a data signal in a recording 
format including synchronization information in accordance with recording frames 
indicated by said recording position information (Figure 7, element 21 - the ID 
information for the data blocks carries the address information), the recording apparatus 
comprising: a discriminator for discriminating said recording position information (Figure 
6, element 9 - see also column 10, line 66 thru column 11, line 3); a detector for 
detecting a deviation between an end position address of recorded data already 
recorded on said optical recording medium and a frame address next to the end position 
address (Figure 6, element 9 - see also column 11, lines 17-42) by comparing said 
recording position information and the synchronization information of the recorded data 
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(see column 3, lines 1-11); and a controller for adjusting a recording start position of the 
data signal based on the deviation while recording the data signal (Figure 6, element 9). 

Regarding claim 4, Kuroda discloses all of the limitations of claim 3 as discussed 
in the claim 3 rejection above and further that the controller adjusts the recording start 
position such that a difference between the end position address of recorded data and 
the recording start position falls within a predetermined range (Figure 6, element 9; see 
also Figure 7 - since the controller detects the end of the data and immediately begins 
the recording of the new data, the controller must inherently control the recording start 
position that the deviation between the end address of the prior data and the start 
address of the new data are within an extremely small range). 

Regarding claim 8, Kuroda discloses a recording apparatus for a write-once 
and/or re-recordable optical recording medium which has a recording position 
information section formed beforehand for bearing recording position information (see 
Figure 7, element 42 - see also Figure 5), and records a data signal including address 
information in accordance with said recording position information (Figure 7, element 21 
- the ID information for the data blocks carries the address information), the recording 
apparatus comprising: a discriminator for discriminating said recording position 
information (Figure 6, element 9 - see also column 10, line 66 thru column 1 1 , line 3); a 
detector for detecting a deviation between said address information recorded in said 
optical recording medium and said recording position information (Figure 6, element 9 - 
see also column 11, lines 17-42); and a controller for controlling the recording position 
of the data signal based on the deviation while recording the data signal (Figure 6, 
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element 9) wherein the controller controls the difference between said address 
information and said recording position information to be within a predetermined range 
by recording predetermined data in a recording area present between a recording end 
position and the position where the recording position information section is formed 
(Figure 6, element 9; see also Figure 7 - since the controller detects the end of the data 
and immediately begins the recording of the new data, the controller must inherently 
control the recording start position that the deviation between the end address of the 
prior data and the start address of the new data are within an extremely small range). 

Regarding claim 9, Kuroda discloses a recording apparatus, for a write-once 
and/or re-recordable optical recording medium which has a recording position 
information section formed beforehand for bearing recording position information (see 
Figure 7, element 42 - see also Figure 5), and records a data signal including address 
information in accordance with said recording position information (Figure 7, element 21 
- the ID information for the data blocks carries the address information), the recording 
apparatus comprising: a discriminator for discriminating said recording position 
information (Figure 6, element 9 - see also column 10, line 66 thru column 11, line 3); a 
detector for detecting a deviation between said address information recorded in said 
optical recording medium and said recording position information (Figure 6, element 9 - 
see also column 1 1 , lines 17-42); a controller for controlling the recording position of the 
data signal based on the deviation while recording the data signal (Figure 6, element 9); 
an identifier for identifying a rewritable optical recording medium on which data is to be 
recorded (Figure 6, element 9), and an irregular-area detector for detecting an irregular 
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recording area subject to the deviation, wherein the controller rewrites the data which 
has already recorded on the irregular recording area (Figure 6, element 9; see also 
column 13, lines 1 1-24 - the CPU detects whether or not to store dummy data when the 
new data decoding has not been terminated, thus reading upon the claimed irregularity). 

Regarding claim 10, Kuroda discloses all of the limitations of claim 9 as 
discussed in the claim 9 rejection above and further that the recording apparatus further 
comprises a memory for storing the data recorded onto the irregular recording area 
(Figure 6, element 9m). 

Regarding claim 11, Kuroda discloses all of the limitations of claim 1 as 
discussed in the claim 1 rejection above and further that the recording position 
information is information defined by a prepit (column 6, lines 18-22), 

Regarding claim 12, Kuroda discloses all of the limitations of claim 1 as 
discussed in the claim 1 rejection above and further that the recording position 
information is information defined by wobbling (column 6, lines 11-17). 

Regarding claim 15, Kuroda discloses all of the limitations of claim 3 as 
discussed in the claim 3 rejection above and further that the recording position 
information is information defined by a prepit (column 6, lines 18-22). 

Regarding claim 16, Kuroda discloses all of the limitations of claim 3 as 
discussed in the claim 3 rejection above and further that the recording position 
information is information defined by wobbling (column 6, lines 11-17). 
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Regarding claim 17, Kuroda discloses all of the limitations of claim 8 as 
discussed in the claim 8 rejection above and further that the recording position 
information is information defined by a prepit (column 6, lines 18-22). 

Regarding claim 18, Kuroda discloses all of the limitations of claim 8 as 
discussed in the claim 8 rejection above and further that the recording position 
information is information defined by wobbling (column 6, lines 11-17). 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 3 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. Kuroda et al. (US Pat. No. 6,252,838 B1) discloses a method of recording 
from the end position of previously recorded data on an optical disc. 

b. Kuroda et al. (US Pat. No. 6,735,155 B2) discloses a method of recording 
from the end position of previously recorded data on an optical disc. 

c. Kobayashi et al. (US Pat. No. 5,835,461) discloses a method of recording 
data on an optical disc. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Adam R. Giesy whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7555. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am- 4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hoa T. Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-7579. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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